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IN CELEBRATION OF OUR 54 YEARS OF SERVICE—Our September meeting is a special time of the year 
where we gather to share a meal with our membership. 
The formal business is set aside and the meeting is transformed into making new friendships and to renew old 
acquaintances and the exchange of stories. 
DATE: Thursday, September 10, 2009 
TIME; The potluck/meeting begins at 6 PM. 
LOCATION: La Sierra University Church 
WHAT TO BRING: Bring your favorite entrée, salad, or dessert, enough to feed 8-10 
(Don’t forget your own serving spoon) 
WHAT WILL BE PROVIDED: Refreshments, paper plates, plastic ware 

EVERYONE IS INVITED!!! 
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Now is the time to upgrade your old radio. 
 
In an effort to further revive the weak economy, the government  
announced that it started a new Cash for Radio Clunkers program on  
August 17th. The program is aimed at members of the Amateur Radio  
Service, also known as ham radio operators. Operators with  
transceivers with less than 80 db Blocking Dynamic Range (2 kHz  
spacing) will be eligible to trade in their old units (which must be  
crushed) for new transceivers and will receive a credit based upon the  
improved BDR. 
 
Improvements of 20 dB are eligible for $100 credit and 40dB or better  
are eligible for $200. Operators must be currently licensed and must  
show proof of purchase of the old transceiver, which must be in  
working order. Tube transceivers are deemed to be museum pieces and  
not eligible for this program. 
 
See your retailer for further details. 
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On August 11, the FCC an-
nounced that the cost of an 
Amateur Radio vanity call sign 
will increase $1.10, from 
$12.30 to $13.40.  This will 
take effect on September 10th. 



The Monitor  is published monthly by the 
 

Riverside County Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 1412,  Riverside, CA  92502-1412 
 

President 
Ric Maxfield, N6RIC— (951) 565-6691 
 

Vice President 
Chris Maness,KQ6UP (909) 223-9179 
 

Secretary 
Gervase Hammond, KI6TFL (909) 728-0843 
 

Treasurer 
Bruce Morgan, K6OIF   353-1474 
 

Past President 
Bob Wade, W6RTW 
 

Editor 
Steve Evans, AF6HF (951) 780-9059 
 

Director of Communications 
Kiki Cervantes, KI6RQK (951) 906-4652 
 

Director of Membership 
Ed Morgan, KF6BNQ   (951)689-1917 
 

Trustee of W6TJ 
Ted Hudson, KQ6U  (951) 686-7157 
——————————————————————————————————–– 

Meeting Site Coordinator 
‘Van’ Van Noty, AA6SD (951)  689-2386 
 

Website Administrator – www.w6tj.org 
Art Sutorus, AA6CA (formerly KQ6HF)  (951) 734-1485 
 

Public Information Officer 
  
 

KA6ABL Breakfast Coordinator 
 
 

Club Historian 
Arlo Myers, WA6UDR  (951) 686-7473 
 

VE Team Leader 
Frank Van Derpoel, K6UIZ   (951) 686-1873 
 

Monitor E-Mail Distribution Notices 
Clair Cessna, K6LG  (951) 689-4580 
Monday Night Net Control 
Bill Hering, N6WMH  (951) 689-3055 
——————————————————————————————————— 
Contributors to this issue: Ric Maxfield; Clair Cessna; Art Sutorus;  
Ron Braley;  Fred Roberts, Gervase Hammond 
 
 

 

PUBLICATION DATE 
Monitor publication date is 10 days prior to each meet-
ing, and all articles for the next issue must be received 
by the Editor no later than Monday, September 28 – 
send as a text file via e-mail to kf6bnp@sbcglobal.net 
with photos as attachments.  Tnx. 
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In past columns I’ve talked about IECARO and our 

attempt to breath some new life into it.  The Inland Empire 
Council of Amateur Radio Organizations was originally set 
up to run the convention that was hosted by the Inland Em-
pire every fourth year. 

Last year, the leadership for IECARO fell into disar-
ray with only one elected position being filled.  This posed a 
overwhelming problem because we were suppose to host 
the convention this year and none of the pre-work was 
done to prepare.  Last November, myself and delegates 
from several of the other member clubs tried to revive IE-
CARO.  We were able to fill the four elected positions and 
hold regular meetings, however, we knew we wouldn’t be 
able to put on a convention this year. 

Part of the problem we ran into was legal issues 
from our not holding the convention because IECARO had 
entered into contracts with the Riverside Convention Center 
and several hotels.  While the majority of those were re-
solved, one kept lingering and posed an issue that still has-
n’t been completely cleared.  The other issue we had was 
the membership in IECARO had dropped to only 7 clubs. 

Following through on a previously made motion, a 
vote was called at our July meeting to dissolve IECARO.  
To do that a special meeting needed to be called and all 
current member organizations notified by certified mail.  
That meeting was held August 15, 2009.  During the Au-
gust meeting, a motion was made and seconded to dis-
solve IECARO.  After considerable discussion, there was a 
unanimous vote to dissolve. 

Following the by-laws, the money left in the treas-
ury will be divided between the member organizations that 
were currently active as members and had their dues cur-
rent over the last twelve months.  Because IECARO is a 
nonprofit organization, only the member clubs that have 
nonprofit status can receive the money directly.  Because 
RCARA doesn’t have nonprofit status, our portion of the 
funds will be donated to ARRL on our behalf. 

IECARO was a great platform for bringing our local 
clubs together and all of the clubs present at that last meet-
ing agreed that we should pursue other venues that would 
allow that to continue.  The suggestion was made that the 
clubs get together in January to look at opportunities to al-
low that to happen.  We discussed a combination potluck/
swap meet as a possible venue, inviting all the clubs to par-
ticipate.  I think it is important for us to develop those ties 
between the clubs and build stronger relationships.  It will 
certainly help strengthen our hobby.   

                                            Sincerely,  

73 de Ric, N6RIC 
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Janet Margelli 
Manager 

933 N. Euclid Street 
Anaheim, CA  92801 
714-533-7373,1-800-854-6046 
Fax 714-533-9485 

ANAHEIM, CA  ��� �   ATLANTA, GA  ��� �   BURBANK, CA  ��� �   DENVER, CO 
NEW CASTLE, DE  ��� �   OAKLAND, CA  ��� �   PHOENIX, AZ  ��� �   PORTLAND, OR 

SALEN, OR  ��� �   SAN DIEGO, CA  ��� �   SUNNYVALE, CA  ��� �   WOODBRIDGE, VA 
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Attendance Drawing 

Carlos Sosa—KQ6BMW 
50/50 Drawing Winner 

John Labrum—WA6DRG 

Riverside County Amateur Radio Association 
Board Meeting Minutes 

August 13, 2009 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by President 
Ric Maxfield, N6RIC. 
The meeting was held at the La Sierra University 
Church. 
Board members present: Ric Maxfield (N6RIC); Chris 
Maness (KQ6UP, Ed Morgan (KF6BNQ), Gervase 
Hammond (KI6TFL), Kiki Cervantes (KI6RQK) 
Absent: Steve Evans (AF6HR) and Bruce Morgan 
(K6OIF). 
Old Business: 
Annual Audit Report:  The audit is not complete.  New 
auditors may be needed. 
IRLP Status:  Chris (KQ6UP) has come up with multiple 
solutions to connect the IRLP to the W6TJ repeater lo-
cated on the County CAC building.  Chris will ask the 
club members to vote on the best solution. 
New Business: 
September Pot Luck:  The potluck will be held at the 
next club meeting starting at 6 p.m. at the same location 
as the club meetings, La Sierra University Church.  
There will be no board meeting at the next meeting. 
Help man exhibit at Southern California Fair in October:  
Also known as the Perris Valley Fair.  Fred (W6TKV) 
will provide details at the club meeting.  The fair will be 
October 10th through October 18th. 
Nominating and Christmas committees will need to be 
formed soon. 
 
The meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Gervase Hammond, KI6TFL - Secretary 

 

Riverside County Amateur 
Radio Association 

General Meeting Minutes 
August 13, 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by President 
Ric Maxfield (N6RIC) followed by the Flag Salute and 
round table self-introductions.  There were 26 members 
and 1 guest.  The location of the meeting was at the La 
Sierra University Church. 
Old Business: 
IRLP:  Chris (KQ6UP) and the repeater committee 
could not come up with finalized solution to connect the 
IRLP to the W6TJ repeater. Ric (N6RIC) wants further 
research done before the club members vote. 
New Business: 
Help man exhibit at So. Cal Fair or Perris Valley Fair:  
Fred (W6TKV) has all the detailed information.  The 
club will have a booth at the fair to promote interest in 
Amateur Radio.  The fair is October 10th through the 
18th.  It was suggested that the club should coordinate 
other HAM clubs attending the fair.  There will be 73 
time slots for volunteers to fill.  The slots will be from 3 
to 4 hours each.  The booth closers will need to coordi-
nate with the openers to exchange equipment. 
Program: “Bill’s Antenna Farm” by William Bridges 
(W6FA). 
Announcements: 
All RACES members need to check the expiration date 
on the RACES membership cards, and if necessary, re-
new the membership. 
 
50/50 Drawing:  WA6DRG won the drawing and had 
the winning donated to the club. 
Perpetual Drawing:  KQ6BMW won the drawing and 
had the winning donated to the club. 
 

The meeting adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 

Gervase Hammond, KI6TFL, Secretary  

 
 
 
 

ATTENTION RACES MEMBERS 
On October 15, 2009 

Riverside County RACES members will 
be asked to participate in the Great California 

ShakeOut 
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Blood Donors Needed—For several years our club 
members have participated  in the blood bank donor 
program at the Life Stream Blood Bank. This program 
has been very successful, helping our members families 
when blood has been needed.  The Life Stream, Blood Bank 
Donor (Riverside) Center is located at 4006 Van Buren Blvd. 
When donating us the club account code: MARA or Riverside 
Amateur Radio Club. For more information or hours of opera-
tion contact Life Stream at (951) 687-2530 or contact our club 
blood bank account manager Ron Braley, KE6RYX. 
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Our August meeting featured an ex-
ceptional program by Bill Bridges, 
W6FA, titled "Bill's Antenna Farm." 
The interesting Power Point presenta-
tion included many photos of his 
beautiful new home, and antenna in-
stallations, near Nevada City.  
Bill's HF antennas include large 
yagi's, a log periodic, and various 
wire antennas, including a Beverage 
for receiving on 160M. The antenna 
and tower layouts and construction 
details were shown, and the antenna 
theory about how these antennas ac-
tually work. Bill used the NEC pro-
gram to show patterns, gain, and in-
teractions between various antenna 
elements and ground, explaining their 
resulting performance.  
Since even before his retirement from 
research and teaching at Caltech, he 
and his wife have been planning, and 
building, the Nevada City retirement 
home, where they plan to locate per-
manently, in the near future. Bill is 
looking forward to putting those big 
antennas to work, on a regular basis.  
Many thanks, Bill, for the extraordi-
narily informative program! It was 
one we'll all remember! Best wishes 
as you continue your 60+ years of 
ham radio, at your dream station! 
We'll be listening for those big sig-
nals from W6FA ! 
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LOOK AT ALL THE PICTURES-- and then you'll understand 
that if I did that, my wife would hit the attorney's number on 
the speed dial. Check out this website for more pictures 
http://www.jtrg.org/Photoalbum/Members/AF4KK/
AF4KK-Project%20Car/index.html  

Anyone interested in serving as Monitor Editor for 2010, 
please contact Steve Evans, AF6HR. This vital communi-
cations medium helps our membership to stay informed and 
recognizes our members for a job well done. No experience 
needed, training will be available. Phone (951) 780-9059. 
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In a special meeting on August 15th, the Inland Empire Council of Amateur Radio Organizations voted to disband the council.  
 
For those unfamiliar with IECARO's history, it was founded for the sole purpose of managing the ARRL Southwestern Division 
Conventions every four years in Riverside - our first sponsorship being in September 1997.  The four councils sponsoring these 
conventions are located in San Diego, Los Angeles, Arizona and the Inland Empire (i.e. IECARO). 
 
IECARO was founded in 1975 solely due to the enthusiasm and energy of Jerry VerDuft, AD0A.  Council "Members" were 
limited to ham clubs/organizations located within Riverside, San Bernardino, and Inyo counties.  Each organization was entitled 
to 2 Delegates, but only one vote.  The initial officers were Jerry-AD0A as Chairman, Fred-W6TKV as Vice Chairman, and Joe 
Magaditsch-KO6XB as Secretary/Treasurer - of interest, all three of these fellows who served as IECARO's initial officers, 
were or had been RCARA members.   
 
During the startup phase, Fred-W6TKV generated IECARO's By-Laws which were approved on May 1, 1997.  The By-Laws 
were subsequently amended five times to adjust to current needs.  Of these changes, the very first change was to redefine the 
definition of "Member" in order to accommodate SATERN as an IECARO Member.  The last change was to amend what was 
considered as a most unlikely event - the dissolution of IECARO.   
 
Also of interest, Jerry VerDuft, AD0A; Fred Roberts, W6TKV; and Don Williams, KD6UVT, all RCARA members, each 
served as the IECARO Chairman.  The conventions held were in 1995, 2001 and 2005 - with expectations for 2009.  
 
The Member Organizations which were a part of IECARO either along the way or all the way were 1) Big Bear ARC, 2) Citrus 
Belt ARC, 3) Coachella Valley ARC, 4) Corona Norco ARC, 5) Desert R.A.T.S., 6) Golden Triangle ARC, 7) Inland Empire 
ARC, 8) Inland Valley Schools ARC, 9) Keller Peak Repeater Association, 10) Moreno Valley ARC, 11) Riverside County 
ARA, 12) San Gorgonio Pass ARC, 13) SATERN, 145) Sun City ARC, 15) Victor Valley ARC, and 16) Yucaipa Valley ARC. 
 
The council Delegates worked extremely well together, and there was just one occasion when a roll-call vote was necessary to 
determine "yea or nae".  The Delegates enjoyed the company of the other Delegates, and worked together extremely well at 
meetings and during the lengthy convention preparations. 
 
The 1997 convention was IECARO's first and was held at the Riverside Convention Center.  We were fortunate in being able to 
arrange for the use of W1AW, the ARRL call sign as the IECARO Special Event Station.  This was the very first time the 
ARRL had ever approved use of W1AW at a Section level convention.  The hotel provided IECARO  with a top-floor hotel 
room for the W1AW/6 station and roof access for the installation of  masts and antennas on the roof of the hotel.  There were 5 
operating positions, Operators were plentiful, and QSO's were abundant with roof-top antennas on 80M, 40M, 20M, 15M, 10M, 
2M and ATV.  This first convention was the most successful (success being measured by the financial return to each Member 
organization).  The second convention in 2001 was well done, but with slightly fewer exhibitors - and financially slightly less 
successful.  The third convention in 2005 had fewer exhibitors and was the least financially successful one.  In all three conven-
tions there were excellent program speakers, great convention booklets, a collection of good prizes, fine banquets with enter-
taining speakers, and W1AW/6 as our Special Event Station.   
 
In the later years of IECARO, the experienced leadership drifted away, electing a full set of officers proved very difficult, and 
capable leadership was slowly lost.  In October 2008, consideration was given to restructuring IECARO but the effort proved 
unsuccessful.  As a result, the current leaders and Member organizations voted to close the doors on IECARO.  In accordance 
with IECARO's By-Laws, the remaining treasury funds will be divided into equal shares for each Member organization, and 1) 
those Member organizations who are registered with the IRS as 501(c)(3) None-Profit Organizations will directly receive their 
share, whereas 2) all other Member organizations not so registered, will have their shares donated to the ARRL on behalf of 
each remaining   Member organization. 
 
In final summary, over the life of IECARO, RCARA and each other Member organization have each received a total of ap-
proximately $3,000 from the proceeds of the three ARRL Riverside Conventions  - these monies coming directly from the dedi-
cation and efforts of the individual club members of the participating Member organizations who made it happen.  And so an 
era ends.  
   Submitted by Fred Robert, W6TKV 



Riverside County Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 1412 
Riverside, CA  92502-1412         

 

REGULAR WEEKLY NETS 

Every Sunday at 8:30 AM 

Every Monday at 7:00 PM (discontinued) 

Every Monday at 7:15 PM  

Every Monday at 7:30 PM 
Every Wednesday at 8:30 PM 

 
EVENTS UNTIL NEXT MEETING 

September  

September  10 

September 10– Thursday 6:30 PM 

September 10  -Thursday at 7:30 PM 

September 15 – Tuesday 7:30 PM 

October 3– Saturday at 8:00 AM 

October  8– Thursday at 6:30 PM  

October  8–Thursday at 6:30 PM 

October  8– Thursday at 7:30 PM 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
   
    
   
LOCAL SATURDAY SWAP MEETS 

September 12- 7:00 AM 

September 19– 7:00 AM 

September 26– 7:00 AM 

 

 

 
RACES Public Service Net, 3.945 MHz 

10M Early Check-In Net, 28.328 MHz 

2M Net on the Repeater 146.880 -  PL 146.2 

Newsline on the Repeater 
Simplex Net on 145.52 MHz 

 
Club Breakfast (temporarily discontinued) 

VE Testing (by appointment only) 

Club Board Meeting 

Club Meeting 

RF Group (aka Real Friendly Guys) 

T-Hunt – St. John’s Church, Corona 

VE Testing (by appointment ) 

Board Meeting 

Club Meeting 

 
 
                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cable Airport Swap Meet, Upland 

Chino Hills High School Swap Meet 

TRW Swap Meet, Manhattan Beach 

 
Info: KQ6U-Ted 

(net control needed) 

Info: N6WMH-Bill 687-3055 

temporarily  discontinued 
Info: K6GUK-Mark 

 
Info:   

Info: K6UIZ-Frank 

Info: N6RIC-Ric 

Info: N6RIC-Ric 

Info: K6GUK 

Info: W6TKV-Fred 

Info: K6UIZ-Frank 

Info: N6RIC-Ric 

Info: N6RIC-Ric 

 
 
  
 

 
 

 
Sponsor: IEARC 

Sponsor: CHS Boosters 
Sponsor: W6TRW ARA 
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