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January Program

CSS Preparations for Baker to Vegas
(RCARA’s January’s 12" Program)

Sandra Sue Taylor KD6HCI and Dan Fergot KEBRZA of Communication Support Ser-
vices will describe the group’s annual support of the Baker to Vegas Challenge Cup Re-
lay Race for law enforcement officials. The 28th running of the B2V race on April 21* and
22" will span 120 miles using 20 relay legs across the desert from California to Nevada.

Weather conditions can vary from over 100 degrees in the daytime down to freezing dur-
ing the later nighttime and early morning legs of the race making reliable communications
a must to ensure the safety of the runners. Even with the improved cell phone service we
experience today, many areas along the course can only communicate with the outside
world using amateur radio. Sandi and Dan manage a team of enthusiastic amateur radio,
ARES and RACES volunteers from San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, providing
professional Health, Safety & Welfare communications for the law enforcement agencies
supported by Communication Support Services. It's more amazing to find out that CSS
does it all on simplex as they support as many as four teams during the event.

Come join us to hear how “we” do it. You might find yourself wanting to join CSS and
help support this historic race.

Don Williams KD6UVT

RCARA Vice President

RACEs Deputy Chief West
Communication Support Services Member



TOM WHELCHEL, WAGTLL RECEIVES
THE LE-JO AWARD

Tom Whelchel, WA4TLL, has been named the
34th recipient of the prestigious Le-Jo Perpetual
Award. The award is given each year to an ex-
traordinary member of the Riverside County Am-
g ateur Radio Associ-
ation.

Tom has been a
faithful member of
our Association for
» many years and is
definitely excep-
tional and dedicat-
ed. He was first li-
censed in 1937 at
age 13.

Tom is active on
the Pacific Seafar-
ers Net, tracking for
cruising boats at
sea providing sup-
port, assistance
and emergency
communications
daily. He always
attends club meetings, activities, volunteers to
assist on the audit committee and participates in
the weekly Riverside County RACES VHF and HF
nets. CONGRATULATIONS TOM!

Here is the beagle
picture I promised
you, Tom. Again,
congratulations on
your well deserved
award!

The Harry Crawford WéTJ
Memorial Award—2011

The Crawford Award recognizes
members who have displayed
outstanding service to the amateur radio
community throughout the
year.

Jim and | received this
award for our work on The
Monitor, and it is hanging in
a place of honor in our ham
shack.

Members And Guests In Attendance/
Annual dinner

Don Goodwin, afési, Bob Trujillo, kgénib, Dan
Randall, kdéetf, Steve Evans, af6hr & Melva
Evans, Ric Maxfield, néric, Jim Anthony,
adéfr, Liz Anthony, adéjf, John Labrum,
waédrg, Jim Wiley agéea & Mrs. Wiley, Don
Williams, kdéuvt & Gail Williams, Duane Al-
len, néjpo, Robert Connerley, kjéooz, Art Su-
torus, aaéca, Rich Turner, kjéhj, Damon
Jones, kibhpv, Bruce Jones, waésta, John
Colombo, k7qpc & Mrs. Columbo, Al Cruse,
kabéykt & Mrs. Cruse, Chris Maness, kqéup,
Clair Cessnaq, kélg, Tom Whelchel, waétll, Ed
Morgan, kfébnq & Nancy Morgan

Sorry if | missed anyone. These were the
names on the sign-in sheet.
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Monitor E-Mail Distribution Notices

//%% New %“"/ and see all of you at the meel- | | Cair Cessna, K6LG (951) 689-4580

, Monday Night Net Control
KPS, Don Williams, KD6UVT

Riverside County Amateur Radio Association meetings are The Monitor publication date is the 1st
held at the La Sierra University 7th Day Adventist |day of each month. All submissions
Church on the 2nd Thursday of each month beginning at | must be labeled MONITOR, and sent to
7:00 pm Liz at ad6jf@sbcglobal.net, by the 21st
of the month.

Member participation is vital to the future of RCARA!
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N6N Special Event Station- Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Norco, CA

On December 7, 2011, Duane Al-
len N6JPO and John O'Reilly, op-
erated special event station NG6N,
during Norco’s Pearl Harbor Re-

membrance & 70th Anniversary of
the Navy in Norco.

Duane Allen, N6JPO

They made 15 contacts, using an ICOM HF, running 100 watts into a
vertical antenna under field conditions. One contact was to KH6BB the USS Missouri in Hawaii.

Congratulations to Bil Seymour, WA6MOD

L
L1

CVPR Level 1L

When he achieves that distinction, he will be able to engage in routine pa-
trol without supervision and will be eligible for assignment during special
events.

Mark Garcia, the Chief of Police, presents Bil
with a badge.

New "Ham" on TV

The ABC Television Network has a new show
in the current line up that features a character
who is a Radio Amateur.

The name of the sitcom is "Last Man Stand-
ing" and the lead character is played by Tim

Bungalow 17

Studio City, €A -~ e Allen. In the storyline, Mike Baxter, KAOXTT
21604 Zi . .
' : + 1s an active Ham, who has a number of operat-
watch| 4sIMANS(aning !i" ing awards and uses an ICOM radio.
. - il

http://www.arrl.org/news/view/em-ham-radio-in-hollywood-em-comedian-tim-allen-stars-as-radio-amateur-on-new-tv-show

6



Riverside County RACES

AR oL E’l.’,er!

i ~o. Many of you are aware that the Riverside Fire Department Office of Emergency
= Services uses the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service or RACES to provide
" emergency communications in the event of a man-made or natural disaster.
RACES operators staff city, hospital, paramedic and health department emer-
gency operation centers in 14 separate districts, the County’s Primary Emer-
RA.C.ES. gency Operation Center in Riverside, its Secondary Emergency Operation Cen-
COMMUNICATIONS  ter in Indio and the backup Emergency Communication Center in Perris.

Many of us told our spouse, family and friends that one of the reasons we
got into the amateur radio hobby was the ability to help with emergency
communications during emergencies. RACES, ARES or Amateur Radio
Emergency Service and other Auxiliary Communication Services (ACS)
train to meet the requirements of the agencies they support. Good ama-
teur radio skills aren’t enough; public agencies want trained profession-
als, whether paid or volunteers, that understand the lines of authority and
the command and control structure used in emergencies, not just com-
municators.

RACES ask their members to successfully complete FEMA courses IS- Don Williams KDEUVT
100.b (ICS 100) Introduction to Incident Command System ICS) and IS-
700.a - (ICS 700) National Incident Management System (NIMS). The
ARRL recommends that ARES members complete the two FEMA courses and the Leagues Pub-
lic Service and Emergency Communications Management for Radio Amateurs and Introduction
to Emergency Communication.

Emergency communication services encourage hands on training beyond the textbook using on
the air communication nets, public service events, table top exercises, drills and field exercis-
es. Additional personal training opportunities may include marathons, bicycle races, triathlons,
ultra marathons and off road events.

s Letters to the Editors

Do you have any comments or suggestions that you would like
to make for The Monitor. If so, please email me at the address

Would like to listen to the River- below.
side police dispatch, but don’t
have a police scanner? You can listen at:

Liz
http://71.95.33.163:8082/ ad6jf@sbcglobal.net

Click on Jisten live at the top of the page or go to
the Police/Fire/Ham Streaming Audlio link on the
www.w6tj.org index page and listen to the gritty
crime drama as it occurs in River City.

Jim Anthony- Ad6fr



http://71.95.33.163:8082/C:/Users/Liz/Documents/ArcSoft%20WebCam%20Message%20Board%20Media

RCARA Member Contest Reports: jim anerr

CQ WW CQ WW DX CW Contest results:

Clair K6LG reports that he played around a little in the CQ WW DX CW Contest on Sunday
only. He used the Yaesu Mark V at 200W to SteppIR. Clair made 60 contacts, Hunt and
Pounce only. Clair reported that there was nothing out of ordinary... except that in last
hour of contest, he tried to call a B4 station in China, but an unidentified station kept jam-
ming him with, "Free Tibet"...strange. The Chinese B4 station eventually went QRT.

Kevin NC6V made 264 QSOs and scored 87,420 points due to his 141 multipliers. He used
his Kenwood TS-570DG to a ground mounted vertical, and a 15 meter inverted V.
“Between hanging Xmas lights and working in my yard I didn't get to operate as much as I
wanted to. Plus with the weather being so nice I hated sitting at the radio too long.”

Tom WAGTLL says that his contesting in this CW contest was limited to three short periods
of operation. He worked nine contacts on 10 meters including: BD7NWF China, 9M6NA In-
donesia, and TX8NC New Caledonia. On 15 meters he worked 8 stations including: SH3EE
Tanzania, VY2EE Prince Edward Island, and CR3L Madeira. Tom reports that his time was
limited and claims that his sending was rusty, but I have serious doubts about the “rusty”
claim.

ARRL 160 Meter CW Contest results:

Clair K6LG worked 92 stations (51 multipliers) in the ARRL 160 CW Contest. Clair says
that he didn't hear any locals on for this one and that conditions were not the best. Clair’s
best DX was ME, NFL, AK, KH6, PJ2, CE1. Best time for east coast was after midnight lo-
cal. Too much lost sleep! He heard only one JA station very briefly. Did work KH6LC, but
don't know if Ken, N6KB, was there. If so, he'll see both K6LG and W6TJ in the log. No, the
RF didn't set my tree on fire this year....or the world either. Gear: FT-1000MP Mark V at
200W to Inverted L, (40' vertical, 90' horizontal)

2011 Japan International DX Contest results:

Jim AD6FR worked 26 stations in 16 different JA prefectures, during the contest I heard
BH4SCF in Zhangjiagang, Suzhou, China calling CQ so I gave him a call and got right
through. I sure do love this FB propagation we’ve had lately.

Liz AD6JF worked one YL “JH1ACA” during the JA DX contest.
10 Meter Contest results:

Kevin NC6V had 488 QSO’s with 99 multipliers giving him an official score of 184,388
points.

Jim ADG6FR had 50 QSO’s with 37 multipliers bringing my score to 5,476; a close second
place to Kevin (hi hi). Jim worked stations in New
Zealand, Ireland, South Cook Island, French Guiana, Mexico and Argentina.
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January Ham Radio Contests

January 1 from 0000 UTC through 2359 UTC Straight Key Night

This 24-hour event is not a contest; rather it is a day dedicated to celebrating our CW heritage.
Participants are encouraged to get on the air and simply make enjoyable, conversational CW
QSOs. The use of straight keys or bugs to send CW is preferred. There are no points scored and all
who participate are winners.

Info: http:/ /www.arrl.org/straight-key-night

January 7-8, 1800 UTC Saturday, to 2400 UTC Sunday ARRL RTTY Roundup

Amateurs worldwide contact and exchange QSO information with other amateurs using digital
modes (Baudot RTTY, ASCII, AMTOR, PSK31, and Packet) on 80, 40, 20, 15, and 10 meter bands.
Any station may work any other station. Stations may be worked once per band, regardless of
mode.

Info: http:/ /www.arrl.org/rtty-roundup

Jan 14 1800Z, to, Jan 15 0600Z North American QSO Party CW
Work as many North American stations as possible during the contest period.

Info: http:/ /www.ncjweb.com/nagprules.php

Jan 21 1800Z, to Jan 22 0600Z, North American QSO Party, SSB
Work as many North American stations as possible during the contest period.

Info: http:/ /www.ncjweb.com/nagprules.php

January 21-23, 2012, 1900 UTC Saturday, ends 0359 UTC Monday ARRL VHF Sweepstakes

Work as many amateur stations in as many different 2 degrees x 1 degree grid squares as possible
using authorized frequencies above 50 MHz. Foreign stations work W/VE amateurs only.

Info: http://www.arrl.org/january-vhf-sweepstakes

Jan 27 2200Z, to Jan 29 2159Z, CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW
For amateurs around the world to contact other amateurs in as many U.S. states, Canadian provinces, and
countries as possible utilizing the 160 meter band.

Info: http://cq-amateur-radio.com/

The WA7BNM Contest Calendar website: http://www.dxzone.com/cgi-bin/dir/jump2.cgi?ID=238

Upgrading your Ham Radio License? Practice tests are available on line at:
http://www-qrz-com/xtest2-html

o
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Power Line Noise:

We received two excellent replies to the power line noise problem question that was posed in last
month’s Monitor. Many thanks to AAGCA and NCG6V for the following.

Your electrical power utility is obligated under FCC statutes to suppress this spurious RF interference.

| suggest you contact your power company and file a complaint. Be sure to document days, times and
frequencies of the interference. Most electrical utilities have personnel assigned to deal with this prob-
lem. Many times the interference is caused by arcing on power line insulators due to dust build-

up. To correct this problem the power company frequently washes the insulators with high pressure wa-
ter spray. Another possible source of interference is a line transformer(s) breaking down. If you can’t get
your power company to respond satisfactorily, you can always file a formal interference complaint with
the FCC.

Art AAGCA

kkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

For noise that one suspects is coming for SCE power lines contact their customer service no. at 800-655
-4555 and explain what the

problem is. I've had very good results with them a few years (2009) back. A RTVI Distribution Engineer
visited my home on two

different occasions to solve two different problems. Each problem was found in their equipment not far
from my house.

The Distribution Engineer was equipped with the latest test equipment for locating problems and was
very familiar with Ham Radio. It will be very helpful if the Engineer can visit one's home to connect test
equipment to the outside antenna(s).

If one hasn't already done so document the interference problem, i.e. time, noise type (what does it
sound like), frequency it's heard, etc.
| kept detailed logs of the interference for a few months before | contacted SCE.

Once a call is made to SCE to explain the problem they will write a Trouble Order to document the is-
sue. Don't expect someone to come out right away, be patient. It was several weeks before anyone
called me back about my problem but they did eventually contact me. If it's taking way longer than one
would expect feel free to call them back for a status. Make sure one always references the Trouble Or-
der number when contacting them.

Kevin S, NC6V

; RCARA Member s, Ham Radi o

N\Vaveirz Anaheim ofers discounts
danet Margell siiwz - Callaheadorment on that you are
of RCARA when checking ol

KL7MF Fax 714-530-548¢

ANATERN, CA o ATUNGTA, GA » BUREAK, CA o DEVIER. LO
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SHENSN e SN OECO CA » SAVALE C4 e WOODENDGE ¥A
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Every Sunday at 8:30 AM

Every Monday at 7:15 PM

EVENTS

2nd Thursday of the month at 6:15 PM

2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM

1st Saturday of the month at 8 AM

1st Saturday of the month at 1:30PM
(By Appointment only)

UPCOMING:

Saturday, January 28th

SWAP MEETS:

2nd Saturday of the month 7:00AM

3rd Saturday of the month 7:00 AM

Last Saturday of the month 7:00 AM

RACES Public Service Net, 3.945 MHz

Repeater Net: 146.880 MHz/PL 146.2

Board Meeting

Club Meeting

T- Hunt at St Johns Church Corona

VE Testing

Palm Springs Hamfest

Location:

Cable Airport Swap Meet, Upland

Chino Hills High School Swap Meet

TRW Swap Meet, Manhattan Beach

Info: AFEHR , Steve

Info: N6WMH - Bill 687 -3055

Info: KG6NIB - Bob

Info: KGENIB - Bob

Info: W6TKV - Fred

Call W6TKV - Fred 687 -8145

http://desertrats.am/
pshamfest2012.html

Sponsor:

IEARC

CHS Boosters

W6TRW ARA




